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THE STRUGGLE AGAINST POVERTY AND THE TRLE
STORY OF THE TOLL IT TAKES ON PEOPLE'S
LIVES AND COMMLINITIES MUST BE TOLD. POVERTY
ROBS FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS OF
THEIR FUTURES AND ENDANGERS ALL OF LIS.

.IN THE LATE 1M50'S, AT A TIME WHEN
POVERTY RATES ROSE SHARPLY AND
NEARLY A QUARTER OF THE UNITED

STATES HAD FALLEN BELOW
THE POVERTY LINE.

UNLIKE PREVIOUS EFFORTS, CAPS GAVE WORKING CLASS
AND MINORITY CITIZENS THE POWER TO CHANGE THEIR
OWN COMMUINITIES FOR THE BETTER.

OUR KIDS NEED MORE
CHANCES TO SUCCEED!

FOR YEARS, WE HAVE STOOD
AT THE FRONT LINES OF

THIS STRUGGLE. EVENTUALLY BECOME ROMA

WERE PLANTED DECADES AGO..

IN 1964, PRESIDENT LYNDON B, JOHNSON INTRODUCED
THE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY ACT. WHICH RECEIVED
STRONG BIPARTISAN SUPPORT.

THIS ADMINISTRATION TODAY. ¥
HERE AND NOW. DECLARES
LINCONDITIONAL WAR ON

POVERTY IN AMERICA.

BUT THIS ATTACK, TO BE
EFFECTIVE MUST ALSO BE
ORGANIZED AT THE STATE

A MAJOR CONSEQUENCE OF THIS ACT WAS THE
DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL COMMUNITY ACTION
- PROGRAMS (CAPS) WHICH SOLIGHT TO COMBAT
| POVERTY WITHIN COMMLINITIES AND MAKE ISSLIES
2| OF POVERTY MORE VISIBLE ON A NATIONAL LEVEL.

NOBODY IN THE GOVERNMENT
IS LISTENING TO OUR
COMMLINITY'S NEEDS!

MY ELDERLY FATHER CAN'T
FEED HIMSELF SINCE MY
MOM DIED.

MY HUSBAND AND I BOTH WORK,
AND WE STILLDONT HAVE
ENOUGH MONEY TO KEEP OURR
HOUSE HEATED AND KIDS FED.




THIS POWER QUICKLY TURNED TO ACTION AND THE
POVERTY RATE FELL FROM 2Z4 PERCENT IN 1959 TO
.1 PERCENT 1IN 1973

NUMBER INPOVERTY: 1969 T02015°
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= THE VISIBILITY OF THE ISSUES AND
o= THE VOICE OF THOSE IN POVERTY ALSO
= PROMPTED CREATTION OF MANY OTHER
= SUPPORT SYSTEMS LIKE MEDICAILD,
i MEDICARE, AND HEAD START.
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WITH THE COMMUNITY SERVICES BLOCK
GRANT OF 1981 EVEN AS RELAT IONSHIPS
AROUND THE PROGRAM EVOLVED, ANTT-POVERTY
YEAR 1962 1964 1966 EFFORTS REMAINED FOCUSED ON--
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—-EMPLOYMENT AND GOOD WAGES—

WELCOME, T'LL BE
YOUR NEW SUPERVISOR.

I'M SO HAPPY THAT IM
CERTIFIEDFOR THIS JOB!

| --EDUCATION/HEAD START-- HEAD START |

--COMMUNITY STRATEGIES--

BY JOINING THIS PETITION
WE CAN FINALLY GET OUR
VOICES HEARD IN
WASHINGTON D.C.!

--EMERGENCY SERVICES, NUTRITION,
AND HEALTH.

WE JUST DON'T KNOW WHAT '\
WE WOULD HAVE DONE WITHOUT
YOU, ATSHA. THESE HOME-
DELIVERED MEALS AND YOUR
COMPANY MAKE ALL THE
DIFFERENCE.




BUT POVERTY IS A MANY-HEADED MONSTER. AND TO
DEFEAT IT COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCIES (CAAS)
NATIONWIDE NEEDED TO CONTINUALLY EVOLVE
THEIR THINKING AND METHODS.

WE NEED
MORE COMMUNITY
SUPPORT!

AS ANTI-POVERTY PROGRAMS
GREW ACROSS THE COUNTRY.,
SO DID THE NEED TO MEASURE
RESULTS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND
FAMILIES AND THEIR IMPACT ON
COMMUNITIES, THUS ENSURING
PROGRAM ACCOUNTABILITY
AND TRANSPARENCY.

CAAS AND EMPHASTIZE MEASURING RESULTS IN THE
COMMUINITY. AT FIRST. IT WAS LISED BY ONLY A
HANDFUL OF CAAS, UNTIL..

LET'S STANDARDIZE
ROMA FOR ALL CAAS IN
- PENNSYLVANIA/

LET'S BUILD THE UNDERSTANDING ON
WELL-RESPECTED MANAGEMENT THEORY
ADAPTED TO COMMUINITY ACTION'S FOCUS
ON FAMILY, AGENCY. AND COMMUNITY
LEVEL RESULTS.

-BETWEEN 1997 AND 1999, ROMA PIONEERS
JOHN WILSON AND FRED RICHMOND
DEVELOPED A CURRICULUM AND
TRAINING SYSTEM.

JOHN WILSON, CAAP
FRED RICHMOND, CAMP
DENNIS DARLING, PA DCED
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ROMA EMPOWERED CAAS NATIONWIDE. TO TDENTIFY
LOCAL NEEDS AND CRAFT SPECIFIC RESPONSES TO BRING
ABOLIT POSITIVE CHANGEFOR INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES AND |
COMMUNITIES. IT ALSO PROVIDED A SOLIND MANAGEMENT
SYSTEM TO SPLIR NEW ACTION FOR THOSE
EXPERIENCING POVERTY.

THE ROMA PROCESS HELPS US TELL
STORIES ABOUT THE CHANGES WERE
MAKING. RATHER THAN JUST ABOUT THE
—| SERVICES WE'RE PROVIDING. BY IDENTIFYING
RESLILTS AND ANALYZING DATA WE CAN
IMPROVE OUR SERVICES AND
STRATEGIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY!

THE GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE AND RESULTS
ACT OF 1993 (GPRA) SHIFTED GOVERNMENT FOCUS
AND FUNDING FROM PROGRAM ACTIVITIES
TO PROGRAM RESULTS,

MEANWHILE. A COLLECTION OF FEDERAL, STATE.
AND LOCAL OFFICIALS - KNOWN THEN AS THE
MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT TASK FORCE (MATF) -

P BEGAN TO DEVELOP THE COMMUNITY ACTION

TOGETHER, THE MATF CREATED THE TERM "RESULTS |
ORIENTED MANAGEMENT AND ACCOLINTABILITY"
(ROMA) AND IDENTIFIED SIX NATIONAL GOALS ALL
CAAS SHOLILD ADDRESS.

THIS WILL HELP GUIDE
OUR NETWORK FOR DECADES
TO COME!

IM TELLING YOU. THIS NEW

CURRICULUM IS REALLY HELPING

US STANDARDIZE UINDERSTANDING
OF ROMA ACROSS PENNSYLVANIA.

FOMA LOGIC MOPEL

I BET WE CAN USE
THIS CURRICULUMTO

TRAIN CAAS ALL ACROSS THAT WOUILD HELP US

IMPLEMENT STANDARDIZED
NATIONAL PERFORMANCE

MARGARET WASHNITZER, OCS || JULIE JAKOPIC, NASCSP
]

IN 201, PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA SIGNED THE GPRA
MODERNIZATION ACT TO ENSURE THAT CAAS COULD
IDENTIFY AND STRENGTHEN THE USE OF
EXISTING RESOURCES.

SUSTAINING THE AMERICAN
DREAM HAS REQUIRED EACH
GENERATION TO SACRIFICE.
AND STRUGGLE. AND MEET
THE DEMANDS OF A NEW AGE.

AND NOW WE MUST IMPROVE
THE OUTCOMES THAT
RESULTS FROM FEDERAL
FUNDING OR FACE LOSING
THOSE RESOURCES.




BY APPLYING ROMA PRINCIPLES AND UTILIZING CSBG
FUNDING AND SUPPORT FROM STATE OFFICES, TODAY OVER
1000 COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCIES AND PROGRAMS
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES ARE WORKING TO END

POVERTY AND PROVIDE SERVICES TO LOW-INCOME
COMMLINITIES AND INDIVIDUALS.

1.

CAAS ALSO USE ROMA TO ADDRESS SYSTEMATIC CALISES
OF POVERTY AND DEVELOP LONG-TERM STRATEGIES THAT
PRODLICE LASTING CHANGE. HELP BREAK DOWN BARRIERS
IMPOSED BY POVERTY CONDITIONS AND ENCOURAGE
PARTICIPATION BY LOW-INCOME INDIVIDUALS IN THE
LARGER COMMUINITY.

ROMA'S EMPHASTS ON STRATEGIC THINKING ALSO |
ENCOURAGES THE CREATION OF COMPREHENSIVE. |
| SERVICES THAT ADDRESS MULTIPLE TSSUES. |

BY UTILIZING THIS FOCLIS ON FAMILY. AGENCY AND COMMLINITY RESULTS, THE
NETWORK'S ULTIMATE GOALS ARE TO HELP LOW-INCOME FAMILIES MOVE TOWARDS
ECONOMIC SECURITY. CREATE SUPPORT SYSTEMS FOR THEMSELVES AND OTHERS,
IMPROVE LIVING CONDITIONS, AND ULTIMATELY TAKE PRIDE IN COMMUNITIES
THAT HAVE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES.

COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP DAY
ALL ARE WELCOME!

EACH LOCAL CAA ACTS AS A BEACON OF HOPE
FOR LOW-INCOME AND STRUGGLING FAMILIES.

PLEASE. I DONT WANT TO I

LOSE MY HOUSE. WE HAVE
NOWHERE ELSE TO GO.

IMHERE TO

USING ROMA, AGENCIES CAN ADDRESS DEFINED
SHORT-TERM STRATEGIES THAT WILL AID
FAMILIES RIGHT AWAY.

ROMA ALSO ALLOWS CAAS TO BETTER ORGANIZE,
COLLECT, USE, AND LEARN FROM DATA TO INFLUENCE
PUBLIC POLICY AND PUBLIC AWARENESS.

FAMILIES LIKE MINE NEED
REAL, PERMANENT. AFFORDABLE
\ HOUSING IN OUR COMMUINITY!

AS OUIR ANTI-POVERTY WORK CONTINUES THANKS TO OLIR APPLICATION OF ROMA
PRACTICES AND PRINCIPLES, WE ARE READY TO CONTINLIE TO SUPPORT AGENCIES

> WHO CAN INSPIRE CHANGE FOR INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES. AND COMMUNITIES. _
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SARAH GRAZTIER, DOLA




